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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 
1. (Currently Amended) A sterilization case assembly, comprising: 
a plurality of sterilization cases including a first sterilization case and a second 
sterilization case, said second sterilization case stacked directly upon said first sterilization case 
in a vertical direction, said second sterilization case offset from said first sterilization case in a 
frontward to rearward direction, each of said plurality of sterilization cases being separately 
movable between a closed position and at least a partially open position, said second sterilization 
case offset from said first sterilization case in a direction transverse to said vertical direction 
when both said first and said second $terilization cases are in closed position s, in said closed 
position each of said plurality of sterilization cas es having a general box shape and separately 
including a plural ity of walls defining said general box shape, in said closed position said 
plurality of walls of each of said pluralitv_of sterilization cases including a top wall and a bottom 
wall said top wall and sai d bottom wall of each of said plurality of sterilization cases being 
substantially parallel relative to on e another in said closed position and generally horizontally 
oriented in said closed position, said bott om wall of said second sterilization case at least 
partially directly contacting said top wall of said first sterilization case when each of said first 
and said second sterilization cases are in said closed position . 

2. (Canceled) 

3. (Original) The sterilization case assembly of claim 1, wherein at least one said case 
includes a plurality of drawers. 
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4. (Original) The sterilization case assembly of claim 3, wherein said at least one case 

that includes a pl urality of drawers has a hinged front cover. 

5. (Original) The sterilization case assembly of claim 1, wherein said second 
sterilization case includes a hinged (id. 

6. (Original) The sterilization case assembly of claim 5, wherein said lid is removable. 

7. (Original) The sterilization case assembly of claim 5, wherein said first sterilization 
case includes at least one handle, said second sterilization case includes at least one recessed 
pocket, at least one said handle interlocks with at least one said recessed pocket when said 
second sterilization case is stacked upon said first sterilization case in a vertical direction. 

8. (Currently Amended) A sterilization case assembly, comprising: 

a plurality of sterilization cases including a first sterilization case and a second 
sterilization case, said first sterilization case including at least one handle, said second 
sterilization case including at least one recessed pocket, at least one said handle interlocking with 
at least one said recessed pocket when said second sterilization case is stacked upon said first 
sterilization case in a vertical direction, sa id - first st e rilization oaao has -a top g urfac e , said 5ceond 
otorilization cas e has a bottom -s iirfac e , each of said plurality of sterilization cases being 
separately movable between a closed position and an open position, in said closed position each 
of said plurality of sterilizatio n, cases having a general box shape and separately including a 
plurality of walls definin g said general box shape, in said closed position said plurality of walls 
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of each of said plurality of sterilizatio n cases including a top wall and a bottom wall, said lop ' 
wall and said bottom wall of each of said plurality of sterilization cases being substantially 
parallel relative to one another in s aid closed position and generally horizontally oriented in said 
closed position, said bottom aurfaco wall of said second sterilization case at least partially 
directly oontacts contacting said top surface wall of said first sterilization case when said second 
sterilization case is stacked upon said first sterilization case in a vertical direction and when each 
of said first and said second steriHra tion cases are in said closed position . 

9. (Original) The sterilization case assembly of claim 8, wherein said second sterilization 
case is offset from said first sterilization case in a direction transverse to said vertical direction, 

10. (Withdrawn) A sterilization case, comprising: 

a top having at least one top registration element; and 

a bottom connected to said top, said bottom including at least one bottom registration 
element. 

1 1 . (Withdrawn) The sterilization case of claim 10, wherein said at least one top 
registration element is offset from said at least one bottom registration element in a direction 
parallel with said bottom, 

12- (Withdrawn) The sterilization case of claim 10, further including opposed sides 
connected to said bottom, said at Jeast one bottom registration element being closer to one said 
side than said at least one top registration element. 
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13. (Withdrawn) The sterilization case of claim 10, wherein said top is at least one of a 
Hd and an end cap. 

14. (Withdrawn) The sterilization case of claim 10, further including a plurality of 
drawers. 

15. (Withdrawn) The sterilization case claim 14, further including a hinged front cover. 

16. (Withdrawn) A sterilization case, comprising: 
a lid; 

a drawer connected to said lid; and 

a latch interlocking said lid and said drawer, 

17. (Withdrawn) The sterilization case of claim 16, wherein said lid is capable of 
rotation, said drawer is capable of translation, and said latch allows one of said rotation and said 
translation after an actuation of said latch. 

18. (Currently Amended) A method of assembling a sterilization case assembly, 
comprising the steps of: 

stacking a first sterilization case and a second sterilization case, said second sterilization 
case stacked directly upon said first sterilization case in a vertical direction; 

offsetting said second sterilization case from said first sterilization case in a frontward to 
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rearward direction; 

providing both said first and said second sterilization cases are separately movable 
between a closed position and at least a partially open position; asd 

providing that in said closed position eac h of said first and said second sterilization cases 
have a general box shape and sepa rately include a plurality of wal ls defining said general box 
shape, in said closed po sition said plurality of walls of each of said first and said second 
ste ri liz ation cases including a top wall and a bottom wall, said top wall and said bottom wall of 
each of said first and sa id second sterilization cases being substantially parallel relative to one 
another in said closed position and generally horizontally oriented in said closed position, said 
bottom wall of said second sterilizat ion case at least partially directly contacting said top wall of 
said first sterilization case when sa id second sterilization case is stacked upon said first 
sterilization case in a vertical direction and when each o f said first and said second sterilization 
cases are in said closed position: and 

offsetting said second sterilization case from said first sterilization case in a direction 
transverse to said vertical direction when both said first and said second sterilization cases are in 
closed positions. 

19. (Original) The method of claim 18, further including the step of interlocking said 
second sterilization case with said first sterilization case. 

20. (New) The sterilization case assembly of claim 1, wherein in said closed position said 
plurality of walls of each of said plurality of sterilization cases includes a front wall and a rear 
wall, said front wall and said rear wall of each of said plurality of sterilization cases being 
substantially parallel relative to one another in said closed position, said front wall of said second 
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sterilization case being transversely offset from and substantially parallel to said front wall of said 
first sterilization case when each of said first and said second sterilization cases are in said closed 
position, said rear wall of said second sterilization case being transversely offset from and 
substantially parallel to said rear wall of said first sterilization case when each of said first and 
said second sterilization cases are in said closed position. 


SMI0077.US 


7 


PAGE 8/21 * RCVD AT 1/1512007 10:08:57 AM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPTO£FXRF-3/15 * DNIS:2738300 * CSID:260 897 9300 * DURATION (mm-ss):0M2 


